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. PUBLIC HRALTE IF THE SATELLITE COUNTEIES'

V. Vologdine

Large-scale sncialist reorg :m:ization has been carried cut in Crechoslovakia,
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, Albania, and Poland. Socislist governments permitted
these countries to adopt a planned economy, and at the same time develop various
pudblic services, such w8 the public health service, along new and more effective
liase,

Meny of these countries did not have any state-supparted yablic health
program. Cre ~sslovakia for example, in 1929, spent 31.8 mil){on crowvns
can ite Ministry of Fealth, while variouw military organizaticns vere given a
btudget of 2.25 bdillion crowns. For that same year, 2 percent of the Rumeaian
budget vas cermarked for heslth and hygiene purposea. Since the war, howerai,
vhe budget ailotted for public health measures has grown steadily. In 1948, meore
then 20 percemt of the Bulgarian budgot was assigned for public health uses. The
Public Bealta Service alone was allotted 4.427 million lev. Local people's
councile epent 821 million lev of the budget for maintenance of vudlic hsalth
stations and local hospitals. The 1949 budget is three times the 1948 budget.

Lo

, The fzechoslovak public health budget for 1949 1s 26 Willion crowns, abrut
£ 20 paresrt of the totel goverrment budget. In Polund, about 40 percent of the
L7 annual budget has boen nar.arked for sciiools, science, art, and public health.

Before the enlightemmeat of the vorkers in Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria,
and Albania, there was no definito worker's irsurance program. XNow, howsver,
each industrial enterprise has to provide for worker's insurance, and the
workere themeelves do not have to contribute from their wages. The Czaahoslovak
government adopted such a “compulsory” ins-rance plan in the 1948 Nationsl
Assemdbly .

Medical aid in these countries ie not limited to the workers, but ix alvs
available to the memhers of their families. The health requirsments of the
wvorkers have made it \ecobsary to expand the public healthk notwork. Thus,
in 19%8, Albania had eight hospitals with a total of 810 beds. By the end of
1948, aowever, there vere 12 with e total of 2,180 teds, 2k dispensaries, and
28 women's consultetivn clinics and maternity homes.
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- . The number of maleria patients :n 1~ . 10-.year period decreased nott cau‘bly
A mumbar of complete]J ecut ppe? medical @ ﬂtﬁv t{ons hae been established in’
o Bulsaria.' In 1948, the p'u"bJ.ic ‘h&ilth netvork increassd 32 percent ovar 1984,

In H\mg&ty, the Btute Soctal Security Institute. eptablished diupannaries
:71n the industrial’ centera of Cgepel,. Ujpeat, Kecakemet, K:apest, dnd ‘others.
. A"k00-bed hospital is being built. in Soefurd. - A 1948 census- howed st there
wore mre than 18, 000 medioal workers in Hungary. Plans. now call for a
ne¥ mdioa.l inatitute to be eatablished in 1949, o : E

o The Rumian govemmnt has’ mtiomliud all the hospitala and apcrthooa:rioa
'vithin 4ts borders. A nation-vide census of medical workars snd entorpriuea
was made. It wasdetermined thet - there vere mors than 13,000 mdica] workers
in Buvharest alone.. Tofay, there 1s a ecnprohcnsiva anti-vD program,- and mich
18 being dene to help children: sufrering from. tubercula.,m_. A.start has been
. made In eradicating mleris in Rumania’ Starting 2 May, & gurvey is.to. be
made  of more than 500 towns and’ villages to determine the’ spre&d; of thiu diseane.,
¥ore' than 100 marshy reglons. are gning 10 be treated, . and o0 malnria ‘stations v111
be get up in’ 1ocationa vhore the malaris rate 15 highest. ’

Mach hae been ncccaplished in Polmd. nany new.’regional ané mobile
polyolinice bave been established, &nd: most of ‘the largs. :lndutrial centers
now have their own medical enterprise.: B. V. Petirovakiy; ‘chief of the' '
delogntion of Saviet Medical Workers, wio attended & meeting. of ‘the Professicnal
Union of Public Health Sefvice Workers, remarked that. despite: the many: difficnltion
to be nnrmn‘bed, the I'oliuh nod:lca.l warkers are doing an egcellent Job.

Health resorts in Czechoalovakia havo been mtionalized. Some ar the
largest, among them Karlovy Vary, Frantiskov, Jazne, and Marianske Lazns, ars
to be used as rest homes for the working class.
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